THE EVOLUTION OF A REVOLT

of freedom: the presence or absence of the enemy
was a secondary matter.

These reasonings showed me that the Idea of
assaulting Medina, or even of starving It quickly
Into surrender was not in accord with our best
strategy. We wanted the enemy to stay in
Medina, and In every other harmless place, in
the largest numbers. The factdr of food would
eventually confine him to the railways, but he was
welcome to the Hejaz railway, and the Trans-
Jordan railway, and the Palestine and Damascus
and Aleppo railways for the duration of the war,
so long as he gave us the other nine hundred and
ninety-nine thousandths of the Arab world. If he
showed a disposition to evacuate too soon, as a
step to concentrating in the small area which Ms
numbers could dominate effectively, then we
would have to try and restore his confidence, not
harshly, but by reducing our enterprises against
him. Our ideal was to keep his railway just
working, but only just, with the maximum of loss
and discomfort to him.

Accordingly, I put In a few damages to the line,
enough to annoy the enemy without making him
fear Its final destruction, and then rode back to
Wejh, to explain to my chiefs that the Arab war
was geographical, and the Turkish Army for us
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